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aquaculture.	 Despite	 the	 growing	 presence	 of	 this	 fish	 in	 the	 farming	 industry,	 its	 parasitic	 fauna	 is	 rarely	 studied	




































industry,	 information	 concerning	 helminth	 parasites	 associated	
with	 this	species	 in	Mexico	 is	scarce	 (Galaviz-Silva	et al.,	1990;	
Pérez-Ponce	 de	 León	 &	 Choudhury,	 2002;	 Salgado-Maldonado,	





The	 state	 of	 Nuevo	 Leon	 is	 located	 in	 northeast	 Mexico.	 It	 has	
three	 principal	 dams	 that	 are	 used	 primarily	 for	 water	 capture	














from	 local	 fishermen	from	November	2009	 to	February	2010	and	
transported	on	ice	(Guidelli	et al.,	2011;	Kritsky	et al.,	2011).	At	the	











flattened	 specimens	 were	 stained	 with	 Gomori’s	 trichrome	 and	




























(Nishigori,	 1924);	 Diplostomum	 (Austrodiplostomum)	 compactum	
Lutz,	 1928; Corallobothrium	 fimbriatum	 Essex,	 1927;	 Spinitectus	











found	 in	 all	 three	 reservoirs	 and	 was	 the	 most	 prevalent	 (69%-
100%	for	locality)	and	abundant	(51.3-334.3,	Table	1).








The	 prevalence	 of	 Diplostomid	 metacercarie	 Diplostomum	








was	 reported	on	 I. punctatus	 in	Hidalgo	 (Rosas-Valdez	&	Pérez	
Ponce	de	León,	2008),	and	Salgado-Maldonado	et al.	(1995,	2005)	
reported	C. formosanus	on	several	freshwater	fish	species	from	
Oaxaca	 and	 Tabasco.	 However,	 this	 paper	 is	 the	 first	 to	 report	
the	presence	of	Megalogonia	ictaluri, Spiroxys	sp.,	and	C. formo-
sanus	 (larvae)	 on	 I. punctatus	 in	 Nuevo	 Leon.	 In	 this	 work,	 the	
cestode	Corallobothrium fimbriatum	and	the	nematode	Spinitec-
tus tabascoensis,	 which	 have	 been	 widely	 recorded	 in	 Mexico	
(Moravec	et al.,	2009,	2010;	Rosas-Valdez	&	Pérez	Ponce	de	León,	
2008;	 Salgado-Maldonado,	 2006;	 Vidal-Martinez	 et al.,	 2002),	
were	also	 found,	but	with	a	 low	 to	moderate	prevalence	 (Table	
1).	 Spinitectus	 tabascoensis	 was	 compared	 with	 the	 key	 spe-
cies	of	Spinitectus,	which	parasitizes	 freshwater	 fish	 in	Mexico	


























2013 89	(5.1) 75	(3.6) 14	(0.6)
Ligictaluridus	floridanus Mueller,	1936 Gills 2019,	2020
2021 69	(51.3) 75	(217.8) 100	(334.3)
Corallobothrium	fimbriatum Essex,	1927 Intestine 2017,	2018 11	(0.4) 29	(0.3)
Spinitectus	tabascoensis Essex,	1927 Intestine 2023 11	(0.6)
Spiroxys	sp. Mesentery 2024 29	(1.3)








laviz-Silva	 et al.,	 1990).	 E. davidi	 has	 also	 been	 reported	 on	 the	
gills	of	yellow	snapper	Lutjanus argentiventris	 (Peters)	and	yel-
lowfin	snook	Centropomus robalito	Jordan	and	Gilbert,	 found	 in	
the	Pacific	coastal	system	of	Chiapas,	Mexico	 (Suárez-Morales	
&	 Santana-Piñeros,	 2008).	 In	 the	 present	 study,	 the	 occurrence	
of	Ergasilus cerastes	was	documented	for	the	first	time	in	Nuevo	
Leon,	Mexico.	The	present	study	provides	new	data	on	species	
abundance	 and	 the	 prevalence	 of	 parasitic	 fauna	 on	 Ictalurus 
punctatus	from	Mexico,	and	it	complements	the	checklist	of	pre-
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